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P11ntller Sport• New•
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, IL 61920

Aug. 18, 1981
LS-AS-HTs

DAVID KIDWELL. Sports Information Director
HOME: (21n 345-4166

OFFICE: (217) 581-2920

RUNNING BACKS
(FIFTH IN A SERIES)
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University's rushing attack will be constructed
around sophomore Kevin Staple (Markham-Thornwood), an unknown quantity at this time
last year who quickly proved his worth.
At 5-8, 170, Staple is a mini-version of EIU's all-time great Poke Cobb.

Last

year Staple gained over 1000 yards rushing and returning kicks although not playing
until the third game.
He led the team with 576 yards rushing, three times topping 100 with an additional
236 yards in three NCAA II playoff contests.

He had 466 yards in kickoff returns

including an 80 yard TD scamper at Southern Illinois.
He was third in the Mid-Continent Conference in rushing (52.4 vards per game)
and second in returns (22.3).

As

the only returning starter in the backfield, he will

be a marked man beginning with game one.
"Kevin has good balance and quickness and won't let himself be hit straight on,"
said backfield coach Mike Williams.

"He's also worked hard on pass receiving which will

put additional pressure on the defense."
Due to his size, though, "he won't be able to do it the whole game," says Williams,
but because of h:f.s quickness we think once a game he' 11 make a big play • • • break one
for some distance."
The fullback position is a toss-up between Tyrone Davis (East St. Louis-Lincoln)
and Teddy Coopwood (Gary, IN-Calumet).

Davis has the experience lettering as a frosh

while gaining 208 yards in a limited role.
He lost fewer yards (9) than anyone gaining over 100 and "has the most physical
tools but needs to concentrate in practice so that it will transfer on game day," says
Williams.

"He has good quickness getting to the line and can find the holes to consis-

tently pick up yardage."
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Coopwood. a redshirted freshman, had the
varsity-alumni spring game.
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"The thing that makes Teddy such a viable candidate is

that he has a lot of determination plus the willingness to help the team • • • he
doesn't care about the ink.
"He's the best blocker in my segment but didn't play rtmning back all the time in
high school so needs to get experience carrying the ball."
Entering fall camp as the No. 2 running back behind Staple is Darrvon White
(East St. Louis-Senior), who also lettered as a frosh.
White, 5-10, 175. is the sleekest of all the backs who will have an opportunity
to improve his position in fall camp, says Williams.

"He needs to work on

blockin~

his mental concentration.
"He has all the physical tools • • • the quickness, the hands and if
room, can really burn someone," Williams said.
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